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	Textfield-20: With more than 40 years of educational consulting experience and more than 5,000 partner districts and two million students served, our implementation teams have achieved measurable success in the form of significant and quantifiable growth in student achievement, while building the capacity of teachers and leaders through professional development support.LETRS is the only professional development program that gives reading teachers and coaches a deep, structural knowledge of the English language—knowledge proven to be at the heart of successful literacy instruction. LETRS is used by many states and school districts across the country as the foundation and model for the professional development of classroom teachers, reading coaches, and literacy specialists. Keeping in mind, LETRS is a professional development program and therefore includes several variables that do not directly affect students, there have been documented cases of improved student achievement due to increased teacher knowledge. One example study follows, and we have included several additional success stories in our attached information.The study, Educator Outcomes Associated with Implementation of Mississippi’s K–3 Early Literacy Professional Development Initiative (Folsom, Smith, Burk, & Oakley, 2017), performed by the Regional Educational Laboratory at Florida State University, revealed that strong early literacy skills is closely linked to reading achievement in primary grades and beyond. The study examined and found that changes in “teacher knowledge of early literacy skills, the quality of early literacy skills instruction, student engagement during early literacy skills instruction, and teaching competencies improved among educators who participated in the program [LETRS] over and above any increases found among educators generally” (http://bit.ly/2oYr1US p. 15 of full report) in Mississippi between Winter 2014 and Fall 2015.With the goal of having students reading on or above grade level by the end of third grade, the Mississippi Department of Education incorporated the use of professional development, using LETRS, and literacy coaching for K–3 teachers. The study from Regional Educational Laboratory Southeast determined a couple of key findings.1. The increase in teacher knowledge of early literacy skills was found to be associated with the progress educators made in LETRS professional development. At the end of the study, educators who had not started the professional development were in the 54th percentile on the Teacher Knowledge of Early Literacy (TKELS) compared to educators who completed the program and who were in the 65th percentile.2. Increases in average ratings of quality of instruction, student engagement, and teaching competencies were found to be associated with progress in LETRS professional development. At the end of the study, teachers who had not started the professional development were rated in the 42nd percentile for quality of instruction, the 39th percentile for student engagement, and the 38th percentile for teaching competencies. Teachers who completed LETRS were rated in the 59th percentile for quality of instruction, the 53rd percentile for student engagement, and the 54th percentile for teaching competencies. For more information and to download the executive summary and full report, visit: http://go.voyagersopris.com/rel-study.After three years, reforms implemented by passage of the Mississippi Literacy-Based Promotion Act are show dramatic and consistent results as evidenced by student scores on the state’s 3rd Grade Reading Summative Assessment. These results were achieved on students’ first attempt taking the assessment.The results of the statewide early literacy assessment show Mississippi’s kindergarten students made impressive gains as well. From Spring 2015 to Spring 2016, the percentage of probably or transitional readers rose from 56.5 percent to 64.6 percent.


